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hys coronation Is bounde by a solempne otlie, that he shall never at
aiiye time have in hys treasure above a thousande pounde of golde or
sylver: They saye a very good kynge, whiche toke more care for
the wealthe and commoditye of his countrey, then for thenriching of
him selfe, made this lawe to be a stop and a barre to kinges from
heaping and hording up so muche money as might improveryshe their
people. For he forsawe that this som of treasure woulde suffice to
supporte the kynge in battaile against his owne people, if they shoulde
chaunce to rebell: and also to maintein his warres agamste the in-
vasions of his forreyn enemies. Againe he perceived the same stocke
of money to be to Htle and tinsufficient*to encourage and enhable him
wrongfullye to take away other mens goodes: whyche was the chiefe
cause whie the lawe was made.
An other cause was this. He thought that by this provision his
people shoulde not lacke money, wherewith to mayneteyne their dayly
occupieng and chaffayre. And seynge the kynge could not chewse
but laye out and bestowe al that came in above the prescript some of
his stocke, he thoughte he woulde seke no occasions to doe his sub-
jectes injurie. Suche a kynge shal be feared of evel men, and loved
of good men. These, and suche other informations, yf I should use
among men wholye inclined and geven to the contrarye part, how
deaffe hearers thinke you shoulde I have? DeafTe hearers d'outeles
(quod I) And in good faith no marveyle.
And to be plaine with you, truelye I can not allowe that suche
communication shalbe used, or such counsell geven, as you be suere
shall never be ^regarded nor receaved. For howe can so straunge
informations be profitable, or how can they be beaten into their
headdes, whose myndes be allredye prevented: with cleane contrarye
persuasions ?
This schole philosophic is not unpleasaunte amonge frendes In
familiare communication, but in the counselles of kinges, where
greate matters be debated and reasoned with great authoritye, these
thinges have no places. That is it whiche I mente (quod he) when I
sayde philosophye hadde no place amonge kinges. In dede (quod I)
this schole philosophic hath not: whiche thinketh all thinges mete for
every place. But there is an other philosophye more civile, whyche
knoweth, as ye wolde say, her owne stage, and thereafter orderynge
and behavinge hereselfe in the playe that she hathe in hande, playethe
her parte accordingelye with complyenes, utteringe nothinge oute of
dewe ordre and fassyon.
And' this is the philosophye that you muste use. Or els whyles a
commodye of Plautus is playinge, and the vyle bondemen skoffynge
and tryflelinge amonge them selfes, yf you shoulde sodenlye come
upon the stage in a Philosophers apparrell, and reherse oute of Octavia
the place wherein Seneca disputeth with Nero: had it not bene bet-